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Why Glenfield is changing the master schedule
● The enhancement of Glenfield’s master schedule has been a 2 year project.
● Glenfield is a Comprehensive school for the following reasons

○ All data indicates a wide achievement gap between the highest and lowest
performing students

○ ELA and Math scores have been stagnant over the past 5 years
● Glenfield was charged with making the following improvements:

○ Increasing Math and ELA scores
○ Ensuring that all students receive state required amount of instructional

time in Physical Education (150 per week)
○ Improving our SEL (Social and Emotional Learning) programs and

initiatives to address the emotional challenges related to COVID and 14
months of quarantine

○ Create a more equitable and inclusive schedule for our struggling learners
● To address our improvement directives, we enhanced the 2021-2022 master

schedule to include the following:
○ The reallocation of 100 minutes per week of instructional time to  ELA and

Math by reducing the the number of minutes in elective course periods
from 80 minutes to 40 minutes

○ The creation of a zero and tenth period to ensure that our visual and
performing arts and STEAM program were preserved

○ Moving Physical Education and Dance from the elective section to the
core section of the master schedule to ensure that all students received
150 minutes of movement each week

○ Allow for students in academic support classes to experience World
Language and Related Arts electives

How the new master schedule will impact World
Language

● World Language is still considered to be a CORE class. It was moved to the
elective portion of the master schedule to allow for students to move between
academic support courses, electives and our new World Language and Cultures
course.  In the past, many of our students taking academic support classes were



unable to participate in world language and electives classes because of where
those courses were positioned in the master schedule.

● Students will still have the ability to take Spanish, French and Mandarin for all
three years at Glenfield.

● According to the state, middle school students are required to have EXPOSURE
to a world language by the end of 8th grade. Unlike high school, world language
is not a graduation requirement for middle school students.

● Glenfield has created a new marking period course called World Language and
Cultures to ensure that ALL students have exposure to a World Language by the
time that they leave middle school. The course is designed to meet the needs of
students who may be undecided about a language choice, or uninterested in
taking a full year language course

How the new master schedule will impact the Physical
Education and Dance programs

● Students will have 40 minutes of PE or Dance five days a week
● Specialized PE classes such as Adventure Ed, Team Sports and Fitness Center

will now be included under the umbrella of Physical Education
● Students can take a full year of Dance with one marking period devoted to Health
● Students that sign up for PE instead of a full year of Dance will take a

combination of PE (Regular PE, Adventure Ed, Team Sports and Fitness Center)
Dance and Health

Zero and Tenth period electives
● Purpose of including a zero and tenth period is to provide ALL students with

ability to take additional electives with limited scheduling conflicts
● Zero period has been offered at Glenfield for the last two decades. The only

difference is this year we will be offering Science Olympiad and Robotics instead
of Jazz Band, which will now take place during tenth period

● Zero period is an OPTIONAL period for students that would like to take Science
Olympiad or Robotics. It is not a required core period, which eliminates the equity
concern

● The Science Olympiad and Robotics clubs will meet once a week after school
from 2:10pm to 4pm

● Zero period will take place from 7:00 to 7:40 am. No early bus will be offered at
this time



● Students who take a Tenth period class will leave their Ninth period class and
proceed directly to their Tenth period class. A 3pm late bus will be provided for
ALL students participating in a 10th period class.

● Jazz band and Orchestra will be offered during Tenth period from
2:10pm-2:40pm.

● A 3pm and 4pm late bus will be offered to ALL students participating in Tenth
period and after school programs

● Students participating in after school activities will leave their Ninth period class
and proceed directly to their after school activity at 2:10 until 4pm.

Science Olympiad and Robotics
● Ms. Delia Maloy advises Science Olympiad and Emma Tami advises Robotics
● Each club includes an academic competition
● Success in both clubs hinges on students' personal drive. Students find their own

journey to prepare for the competition both independently and on teams.
● There is some work that is done at home
● Glenfield came in tenth in the state during a remote year - self-motivation is

important
● Zero period serves as a social group for these students. This is not a traditional

class with traditional instruction.
● Science Olympiad and Robotics will meet for after school practices once a week

for students who are unable to attend Zero period
● As each club enters  their competition season, there will be more frequent

practices after school
● Science Olympiad and Robotics competition team sizes are small:

■ Science Olympiad - 15 students
■ Robotics - 10 students

● In the past, both teams have taken on additional students because the program
is popular

Audience Questions
Are Zero and Tenth period classes graded?
Students will not be graded in their Zero period classes but attendance will be taken.
Attendance will also be taken duringTenth period. We will provide more information in
the coming weeks regarding the grading policy for Tenth period Jazz Band and
Orchestra.



Can students take multiple CI courses and World Language at the same time?
Yes, with the addition of our new zero and tenth periods, students may take multiple CI
courses and World Language at the same time.

If a student has auditioned for a CI course, do they need to indicate the class on
the course selection form?
If a student HAS auditioned for a CI course, they will NOT need to indicate the course
on the course selection form. If a student HAS NOT auditioned for a CI course, they
should indicate their interest on the course selection form.

Is it too late for students to audition for a CI course?
No. If a student is interested in auditioning for a CI course, they should contact the
individual teacher to make arrangements as soon as possible.
ndacas@montclair.k12.nj.us

Does Glenfield offer CI academic courses?
No, Glenfield does not offer academic CI courses.

What if a student auditions for a CI course, gets in, then decides that they do not
want to take the course?
Email Rebecca Weintraub at rweintraub@montclair.k12.nj.us. Indicate this in the CI
section of the course selection form if you have not already submitted it.

Do you have to sign up for a Math lab or Lit lab course?
No, there is a specific criteria for entering and exiting the course. If your student has
been recommended for Math or Lit Lab, they will receive an invitation letter. The course
will automatically appear on their schedules.

Are there sample 6th, 7th and 8th grade schedules available to review?
Samples schedules will be available on the Glenfield page of the district website.

Is there a Geometry elective available for students that would like to double up
with an Accelerated Algebra B course?
Our ability to offer Geometry depends on the number of students that have met the
eligibility requirements to take the course and our ability to staff it. This is a course
students would need to choose on the course selection sheet with the expectation that
they would take Geometry on both A and B days in place of another Elective class.

mailto:rweintraub@montclair.k12.nj.us


Do all PE students have to take a semester of Dance? What if a student is Dance
phobic?
There will be a group of PE students who will come to the dance teachers for a
Movement class when Dance students are taking their marking period of Health. Not all
students will audit dance but students should expect to do so at least once during their
time at Glenfield. Our Dance teachers, Ms. Dacas and Ms. McMahon, have the magical
ability to transform Dance-phobic students into Dance-lovers! We have the data to
support this claim :)

Are students automatically placed in Accelerated Algebra classes or do they need
to sign up for it?
Students are automatically placed in Accelerated Algebra courses if they meet the
eligibility requirements.

Are Technology classes required or optional?
In an effort to help middle school students make responsible decisions while texting and
using social media, we require all of our students to take Technology classes during
their time at Glenfield.

When Math Lab and Lit Lab students exit these courses, do they have to take a
World Language course or can they choose an elective?
Students will have the option to take the World Language and Culture course or take an
elective course.

Is Play Production a semester based course?
Yes, Play Production is a semester based course.

How do students eat and rehearse at the same time?
Considering that this course is not structured like a traditional course, students will have
the opportunities to work independently in cohorts which will allow them the opportunity
to work and eat at their own pace.

Will athletic teams and clubs be offered during the after school program?
An interest survey will be sent to all families in a few weeks to determine which sports
and clubs should be offered.

Do we distinguish between students that have no exposure or extensive
exposure to a World Language?



For Mandarin, we offer both classes; classes for students who have had exposure to a
language and classes for students with no exposure. For French and Spanish, we do
not.

How are students scheduled for conflicting elective classes?
We always try to make the students' top choices a priority. If there is a scheduling error,
or if a student didn’t get their chosen courses, this will be handled on an individual
basis.

What are the eligibility requirements for Science Olympiad and Robotics?
Both clubs accept more students than would fill teams. All students prepare for
competitions, attend regional and state competitions as well as individual meets. Ms.
Maloy and Ms. Tami determine which students are ready to participate in competitions.

How do students try out for Robotics and Science Olympiad?
Families should contact Ms. Maloy and Ms. Tami if they are interested in participating in
Science Olympiad and Robotics. They make every effort to involve all interested
students. dfurer@montclair.k12.nj.us etami@montclair.k12.nj.us

What is the difference between a marking period, semester and full year course?
A marking period is 10 weeks long (there are 4 marking periods in a school year), a
semester is 20 weeks/ 2 marking periods/ half a year long, and a full year course runs
from September to June.

Important Reminders:
● Course selection sheets are due on Friday, August 6th.
● Glenfield Middle School will celebrate its 125th anniversary during this upcoming

2021-2022 school year!
● Mr. Daniel Gill will celebrate his 45th year at Glenfield Middle School!

“Think of Glenfield as the best buffet in
town, with more serving stations, and a seat
at the table for EVERY CHILD!! ” ~ Vincent Pelli
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